GOSPEL REFLECTION
18TH Sunday in Ordinary Time
As Catholics, the words and example of Jesus which we witness in the proclamation of the Gospel help us to form our consciences in making our decisions and choices in our daily lives. This upcoming November, some of the important choices we must make are the persons who will govern us for the next several years.
[image: ]In today's Gospel, Jesus faced a hungry crowd as he disembarked from a boat and his heart was filed with pity for them. Rather than seeing them hungry, he fed them by multiplying the loaves and fishes that were provided to him.
In our country and in our world, there remains multitudes of the hungry, the needy, the homeless, those without medical care and above all without hope. The church's principles of social teaching shared with us by our U.S. Bishops, call us to love our neighbors and to be in solidarity with the poor and vulnerable in need.
In making our political choices this election year, may we prayerfully consider choosing leaders who will make decisions to use our God given resources to assist the poor and needy and to show our solidarity with them, feeding the hungry crowds as Jesus did in today's gospel.

GOSPEL RELECTION
19TH Sunday in Ordinary Time

In today’s Gospel, Jesus is seen walking on water toward a wind-tossed boat carrying his disciples. Peter asks Jesus to command him to come and Jesus does, but after Peter starts to walk on the water, he encounters a strong wind, gets scared and begins to sink. Jesus recues him.
Care for God’s Creation, a principal of Catholic Social Teaching, invites us to delight in the creation God has given to us, to care for it and also for the people who are affected by it. We know that water can quench both our thirst and flood our land. In both instances we are called to help our neighbors have water to drink or grow crops. We also know that we are called to aid our neighbors when rivers overrun their channels and flood our communities.
We, like Jesus did, must extend a hand when people are in need.
In this election may we prayerfully consider electing leaders who will provide water to all who need it and safeguard our natural resources, so that future generations also can share in the creation God has provided.

GOSPEL REFLECTION
20th Sunday in Ordinary Time

In today's Gospel, Jesus heals the daughter of a Canaanite woman, someone from a culture very different from the tribes of Israel, whom the disciples wanted him to send away. But Jesus saw the great faith of the woman and granted her request.
In making our political choices this election year, may we prayerfully consider choosing leaders who will look and see the dignity of every human person, whatever nation or culture they are from, remembering we are all made in the image and likeness of God. Our Catholic tradition teaches us that we have a responsibility to respect the right of every person to those things required for human decency. May we prayerfully choose political leaders who will look lovingly and thoughtfully toward every human person having compassion for them as Jesus had for the Canaanite woman's daughter.




GOSPEL RELECTION
21st  Sunday in Ordinary Time

In today’s Gospel, Jesus gives the keys to the kingdom of heaven to Peter, who he names as the rock upon which he will build his church. The keys give Peter the right to bind things on earth which will also be bound in heaven. Jesus also noted that “whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”
Through Jesus’ words Peter now has new rights and responsibilities. Elsewhere in Scripture, Jesus reminds all of us of the two greatest commandments - to love God and love our neighbor. These are everyone’s responsibilities.
To help us understand these responsibilities when we go to vote, the US Bishops asks us to consider the issues that are a challenge to our neighbors’  human dignity here at home and around the world by reading Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship 
Our faith teaches us we have a right to be prayerfully formed before we exercise our right to vote. Accepting that right makes way for us to live into our responsibility to love God and love our neighbor.

GOSPEL REFLECTION
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

In today's Gospel, Jesus calls us to deny ourselves, take up our cross and follow him. He tells us what profit would there be for one to gain the whole world and forfeit his life?
[image: ]In following Jesus, the Church teaches us that the person is not only sacred but also social. How we organize our society in economics and politics, in law and policy, and choose our political leaders directly affects human dignity and the capacity for individuals to grow in community. Marriage and family are the central social institutions that must be supported and strengthened in society, seeking together the common good and wellbeing of all.
Jesus' words in today's Gospel also remind us that economic activity in our lives must not be pursued only for personal gain, but with the common good in mind. We need to support ourselves and our families, yet grave imbalances can occur when economic activity is concerned only as an avenue for wealth creation. We must always be focused toward creating a just distribution of our nation's resources considering especially the poor, vulnerable, and marginalized.



GOSPEL RELECTION
Monday of the 23rd Week in Ordinary Time

	In today’s Gospel, Jesus restores a man’s withered hand in front of the scribes and the Pharisees who were looking for a reason to accuse Jesus. 
Scripture doesn’t tell us what the man later did with his hand that Jesus so compassionately restored on a sabbath. Celebrating Labor Day this weekend our thoughts may turn to how we use our hands and our bodies to earn a living for our families. Our faith honors the dignity of work and the rights of workers in its social teaching. 
As we listen to candidates who are working for our vote, may we prayerfully consider how each candidate will attend to all workers’ rights and assure their human dignity – whether in our fields harvesting crops, roofing our homes, serving our meals, cleaning our rooms, teaching our children or responding to the needs in our community.
We value the dignity of work, because as Catholics we believe that we are all made in the image and likeness of God.



GOSPEL REFLECTION
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Jesus teaches us in the Gospel today to be forgiving and to respect the life and dignity of every human person.
The Church and our Holy Fathers have spoken out against the use of the death penalty even when a person had committed a serious wrongful act. The State does not have the moral authority to take a human life anymore than we do as individuals. Jesus told us that "an eye for eye and a tooth for a tooth" is not acceptable maxim in his Kingdom. Forgiveness is the lesson he stresses today.
Serious wrongdoing should be punished. But long-term incarceration not only protects society but allows one the time and opportunity to repent and change one's ways. Furthermore, we must ensure that an individual is not wrongfully convicted.
Supporting political leaders who oppose the death penalty does not make one "soft on crime." It is, however, an aspect of protecting the dignity of humans and that God's justice will be accomplished.



GOSPEL RELECTION
25th  Sunday in Ordinary Time

In today’s Gospel, Jesus employs the parable of the landowner who hires workers to harvest his vineyard throughout the day. The first group of the day agrees to the usual daily wage before beginning their labor. At the end of the day, the landowner instructs his foreman to pay the laborers in reverse order of when they were hired. The last group receives a full day’s wage as do all those before them.
The first group, watching the payout, thought they would get more than the others because they had worked longer and in the heat of the day. Instead, they received what they were owed for their day’s labor, what had been agreed upon when they began.
In our nation we may hear people talking about the need to receive a living wage, because parents are working two or three jobs to support their family. An entry level job may not cover all the expenses of housing, food, day care, clothing and utilities.  
May we consider political leaders who will put the needs of  entry level wage earners or low income parents supporting their families as a priority as we make our political choices for the election.
May our elected officials, who seek to be first, earn that status by putting the last first as the generous landowner did in Jesus’ parable, giving dignity to all workers and their families.

GOSPEL REFLECTION
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Jesus invites all of us today, as children of God, to go out and work in His vineyard.
The Church, particularly since the Papal Encyclical "Rerum Novarum" by Pope Leo Xlll in 1891, has recognized that work is more than a way to make a living; it is a form of continuing participation in God's creation. If the dignity of work is to be protected, then the rights of work must be respected — the right to productive work for all, to decent and fair wages, to the organization and joining of unions, to private property and to encouraging economic initiative. John Paul Il also stressed that through work we "achieve fulfillment as heavenly beings" participating in God's ongoing creation, fulfilling the Father's call in today's Gospel.
In selecting political leaders this election year, let us prayerfully evaluate how the candidates we will elect will do what the Church asks of our leaders — to protect the dignity of workers and to ensure just wages and working conditions.




GOSPEL RELECTION
27th  Sunday in Ordinary Time

	In today’s Gospel, Jesus shares the parable of the vineyard owner whose tenants injured or killed the owner’s servants and then killed his son, rejecting them and holding back the produce belonging to the owner.
When Jesus asks his audience of chief priests and elders what would happen to the tenants, they answered the owner would kill the tenants and lease the vineyard to other tenants. Jesus, the Son of God, reminded them of the Scripture passage about the rejected stone becoming the cornerstone. He directly tells the chief priests and elders the kingdom of God will be taken from them and “given to a people that will produce its fruit.”
How we become a people that will produce its fruit is a hallmark of how we answer the call to family, community and participation in our society, one of the themes of Catholic Social Teaching.  Caring for our families and considering the good of all people in our community is both required and has its benefits.
	In the Joy of the Gospel (2013) Pope Francis quoted the US Bishops’ Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship on how followers of Jesus show they care for the common good of all its citizens and how they bring about peace. “People in every nation enhance the social dimension of their lives by acting as committed and responsible citizens, not as a mob swayed by the powers that be. Let us not forget that 'responsible citizenship is a virtue, and participation in political life is a moral obligation.'”
	May we be guided by this theme as we prayerfully prepare for the election this fall.



GOSPEL REFLECTION
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time

In the Gospel today, Jesus reminds us that all of God's children are invited to the heavenly banquet in God's Kingdom — all are welcome and all are to be His guests — particularly the poor and vulnerable, the marginalized of society.
St. John Paul Il taught us that the Church's preferential love for the poor is essential for us followers of Jesus especially in a world where poverty grows despite progress. The poor are not a sociological category they are the very flesh of Christ.
Pope Francis reminded us that we are to be a "poor Church for the poor" and by reaching to this "very flesh of Christ" we begin to grasp the mystery of the Lord's own poverty — and depths of His love.
In selecting political leaders this year, let us prayerfully evaluate them as to whether they have a compassionate heart for the poor, to utilize the power of their office to find ways to elevate the poor and establish for our nation the just society in which, like the heavenly banquet, all may fully participate.


GOSPEL RELECTION
29th  Sunday in Ordinary Time

In today’s Gospel, the Herodians and the disciples of the Pharisees are trying to trap Jesus with a question about paying a census tax to Cesar. Jesus tells them to repay to Cesar what belongs to Cesar and to God what belongs to God.
What is it that we owe to God and to Cesar (government)? The answer lies in the Catholic Social Teaching theme of our rights and responsibilities. 
As we prayerfully approach our civic responsibilities in the election, we Catholics begin with the teaching that acknowledges we are made in the image and likeness of God. That connection to God is what gives us our human dignity. From there we prayerfully consider our basic rights, such as to  life, food, water, shelter, medicine and employment. St. John XXIII noted our rights become our duties to others in his encyclical  Pacem in Terris. In another encyclical, Mater et Magistra, he noted the state (government) has “the duty to protect the rights of all its people, and particularly of its weaker members, the workers, women and  children.”
May we find government leaders who will stand in solidarity and protect the weaker members in our society so they can live in a manner that honors their human dignity. 


GOSPEL REFLECTIONS
30th Sunday in Ordinary Time

In the Gospel today, Jesus responds clearly to the legal scholars and the Pharisees as to which commandment in the law is the greatest. It is to love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul and mind. But then He stresses that the second is like it. We are to love our neighbor as ourselves.
The Church emphasizes this second commandment in its social theology. It reminds us that how we organize our society in economics and politics, in law and policy — directly impacts human dignity and the capacity of individuals to love one another and grow in community.
Marriage and the family are the central social institutions of society, the "domestic church" where love of one another is taught, fostered, and grows and it should be supported and strengthened, not undermined by government regulations and policy.
The Church calls us all to live out our right and duty to participate in society in response to Jesus' call to love one another. In making our decisions in selecting political leaders this year, let us prayerfully evaluate them as to whether they will work for the common good and choose policies that will focus on bringing about love for one another and the wellbeing of all, especially the poor and vulnerable.



GOSPEL RELECTION
Solemnity of All Saints

	In today’s Gospel, Jesus proclaims the Beatitudes: blessed are the poor in spirit, those who mourn, the meek, those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, the merciful, the clean of heart, the peacemakers, they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, you when they insult you and persecute you and utter every kind of evil against you falsely because of Jesus.
The proclamation of the Beatitudes come at a perfect time in both our liturgical cycle and our election cycle. They may serve as a reminder of the people who need our political support to enhance their lives and human dignity. 
Some of the groups called blessed could find relief through us if we prayerfully consider and respond. In other cases, we might consider using social and government institutions to comfort them, to satisfy their hunger and thirst for righteousness, to be shown mercy and to find peace,
May we by our prayerful consideration of those seeking our vote show that we are making an option for people who are poor and vulnerable in our society and be a blessing to them.
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