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Families of Parishes plan

Week 0 – 9/8 Introduction
· Bulletin announcement: Introduction iVoteCatholic: We are called to live our faith in all aspects of our lives. This provoking question requires much prayer and discernment from each of us. We acknowledge the difficulty of this question and the perceived alignment or misalignment of the candidates and issues with our Catholic faith. Our Church teaches a consistent ethic of life so we are called to be advocates for a variety of issues related to life and human dignity. Some have misinterpreted this teaching to convey that each related issue is morally equivalent. This is not the case. Some have misinterpreted this teaching to convey that one related issue could excuse indifference to the rest: this is not the case either. We have challenging work ahead of us!  During this election season, the Archdiocese of Cincinnati will be offering prayers, scripture, quotes, family activities and discerning questions through the lens of the seven principles of Catholic Social Teaching to aid the discerning vote. We will not be telling you for whom or what to vote. We will be encouraging careful discernment, intentional prayer, and a universal call to holiness and compassion to inform your voting.  Find out more at www.iVoteCatholic.org.

Week 1 – 9/15 – Option for the Poor & Vulnerable
https://ivotecatholic.org/option-for-the-poor-vulnerable/ 
· Mk 8:27-35 – Jesus calls us to take up our cross and follow Him, and Christ sets for us an example to take special care of those who lost, forgotten, and marginalized 
· Intentions: For the poor: may they know they too are heirs to the treasures of heaven… For leaders of cities, states, and nations: may they work for the common good, upholding the dignity of the poor and vulnerable…
· Bulletin announcement: iVoteCatholic:  During this first week, we focus on Option for the Poor and Vulnerable. “Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you…” (Matt 25:31).  Scripture reminds us that some people’s needs are so urgent and so great that their needs come first. Therefore, while everyone is important, those whose voice in our society is ignored, those whose human rights are violated, those whose dignity is not recognized, must take our first priority. When we enter into the lives and the struggles of the poor and vulnerable, we experience Jesus’ presence in a real and powerful way. We need to remember in this principle persons who are elderly, disabled, marginalized, vulnerable, formerly incarcerated or otherwise discriminated against or disadvantaged. Under this principle fall issues such as addiction, mental health, healthcare, and systems that perpetuate poverty. Find out more at www.iVoteCatholic.org.
· Social media: The Church does not pit one social group against another but instead follows the example of Jesus, who identified with the poor and vulnerable. 
The prime purpose of this special commitment to the poor is to enable all persons to share in and contribute to the common good. 
Those who are oppressed by poverty are the object of a preferential love on the part of the Church which, since her origin and in spite of the failings by many of her members, has not ceased to work for their relief, defense and liberation.”  Catechism of the Catholic Church nos. 2444, 2448 (quoting St John Paul II, Centisimus Annus, no. 57) 
The "option for the poor," therefore, is not an adversarial slogan that  pits one group or class against another. Rather it states that the deprivation and powerlessness of the poor wounds the whole community. The extent of their suffering is a measure of how far we are from being a true community of persons.”  The United States Catholic Conference of Bishops, Economic Justice for All, no. 88

Week 2 – 9/22 – Care for God’s Creation
https://ivotecatholic.org/care-for-gods-creation/ 
· Mk 9:30-37 - as we think about the gift of creation, we remember that we are but stewards of this earth, protecting it for our children who Jesus so dearly loves
· Intentions: For those who serve in public office: may they promote laws and policies which protect the beauty of God’s creation… For ourselves: that we may love our neighbor, our land, and all of God’s gifts as we love ourselves…
· Bulletin announcement: iVoteCatholic:  During this second week, we focus on Care for God’s Creation.  Beginning with Pope St. John Paul II through Pope Francis, care for creation has been an integral part of Catholic social teaching. “Everything is connected. Concern for the environment thus needs to be joined to a sincere love of our fellow human beings and an unwavering commitment to resolving the problems of society…we human beings are united as brothers and sisters on a wonderful pilgrimage woven together by the love God has for each of his creatures.” (#92,93 Pope Francis)  When we do things to protect the earth and care for it, we show reverence for God, the creator of all. Under this principle fall issues such as laws governing corporate and individual use of environmental resources - including land, water, and air - which impact all living things. Find out more at www.iVoteCatholic.org.
· Social media: We are called to protect people and the planet, living our faith in relationship with all of God’s creation. This environmental challenge has fundamental moral and ethical dimensions that direct us to an integral ecology that demands care for the earth and care for the most vulnerable among us. 
Respect for life and for the dignity of the human person extends also to the rest of creation, which is called to join man in praising God.  St. John Paul II, January 1990 Peace with God the Creator, Peace with All Creation, no. 16
“We human beings are united as brothers and sisters on a wonderful pilgrimage woven together by the love God has for each one of his creatures.”  Pope Francis, Laudato Si, nos. 92,93

Week 3 – 9/29 – Solidarity
https://ivotecatholic.org/solidarity/ 
· Jas 5:1-6 – we must stand with our sisters and brothers, honoring and respecting them; for if we do not, we will be judged for our greed and selfishness
· Intentions: For all members of the Church: may we answer the call to serve one another… For leaders of cities, states, and nations: may they always work to promote the common good and human flourishing…
· Bulletin announcement: iVoteCatholic:  During this third week, we focus on Solidarity. We believe that every human person was created by the same God. Ultimately, we are all brothers and sisters. We are all connected. As one human family, we are deeply connected to people around the world—wherever they may be. Because we are one, we are affected by the joy and suffering of all. “If one member of Christ’s body suffers, all suffer. If one member is honored, all rejoice.” (1 Cor. 12:12–26). Living in solidarity means that we take action to make sure that every member of our human family is living in conditions that honor human dignity. Under this principle fall issues such as immigration, refugees, homelessness, foreign aid, global policy and empowerment, and religious freedom. Find out more at www.iVoteCatholic.org. 
· Social media: We are one human family whatever our national, racial, ethnic, economic, and ideological differences.  
Our love for all our sisters and brothers demands that we promote peace in a world surrounded by violence and conflict. 
Solidarity helps us to see the ‘other’ – whether a person, people or nation – not just as some kind of instrument, with a work capacity and physical strength to be exploited at low cost and then discarded when no longer useful, but as our ‘neighbor’, a ‘helper’, to be made a sharer, on a par with ourselves. St. John Paul II, Sollicitudo Rei Socialis, no. 39
To love someone is to desire that person's good and to take effective steps to secure it… To desire the common good and strive towards it is a requirement of justice and charity. Pope Benedict XVI, Caritas in Veritate, no. 7

Week 4 – 10/6 – Life and Dignity of the Human Person (RESPECT LIFE SUNDAY)
https://ivotecatholic.org/life-dignity-of-the-human-person/ 
· Mk 10:2-16 – all life is sacred, and we must honor our partners, our children, and all people as they are all created with immutable dignity
· Intentions: For governmental leaders: may they create laws and policies that uphold the dignity of every human life… For all those who struggle with their own self-worth: may they know their own intrinsic value as a child of God…
· Bulletin announcement: iVoteCatholic:  During this fourth week, we focus on the Life and Dignity of the Human Person which is also the focus of Respect Life Sunday. The Church teaches that we are all created in the image and likeness of God. Because of this fact, every human life is sacred. Every life is worth living.  There is nothing anyone can do to take this dignity away. All of our Catholic social teaching flows from this principle.  People are more important than things. Under this principle fall issues such as abortion, racism, war and terrorism, the death penalty, and assisted suicide. Find out more at www.iVoteCatholic.org. 
· Social media: As a gift from God, every human life is sacred from conception to natural death. The life and dignity of every person must be respected and protected at every stage and in every condition.  
Human life, as a gift of God, is sacred and inviolable. Not only must human life not be taken, but it must be protected with loving concern.  
Society as a whole must respect, defend and promote the dignity of the human person, at every moment and in every condition of that person’s life. St John Paul II, Evangelium Vitae, no. 81
We believe that every person is precious, that people are more important than things, and that the measure of every institution is whether it threatens or enhances the life and dignity of the human person.

Week 5 – 10/13 – Dignity of Work & the Rights of Workers
https://ivotecatholic.org/dignity-of-work-rights-of-workers/ 
· Mk 10:17-30 – while wealth itself is not a sin, we live in a society where far too many people work hard without receiving a living age and a very small number of people acquire exorbitant wealth at the expense of others’ labor
· Intentions: For a greater respect for the dignity of work and the rights of workers… For governments all over the world: may they uphold the common good and ensure a decent wage for those who labor…
· Bulletin announcement: iVoteCatholic:  During this fifth week, we focus on the Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers. In our Catholic tradition, work is more than just a way to make a living; work is one of the ways we participate in the ongoing work of creation in our world. Those who are responsible for the employment of people have a special responsibility to make decisions that uphold the dignity and safety of workers and their rights. Those rights include being able to earn fair wages, to have productive work, and to have a say in decisions that affect them, including the right to organize. Under this principle fall issues such as living wages, fair hiring practices, availability of job training/skills, discrepancy in employment for women and minorities, and job availability for thriving not just surviving. Find out more at www.iVoteCatholic.org.
· Social media: Work is more than a way to make a living; it is a form of continuing participation in God’s creation.  
…work is of fundamental importance to the fulfillment of the human being and to the development of society. Pope Benedict XVI, Apostolic Exhortation on the Eucharist, 2007 no. 74
The obligation to earn one's bread by the sweat of one's brow also presumes the right to do so. St. John Paul II, Centesimus Annus, no. 43

Week 6 – 10/20 – Call to Family, Community, & Participation
https://ivotecatholic.org/family-community-participation/ 
· Mk 10:35-45 – no matter where we find ourselves in the community – at the right hand of someone powerful or a servant who lives in poverty – we all belong to the human family and must faithfully participate and work to make the world a better place
· Intentions: For our families and communities: may we be people of mercy and forgiveness… For parents and their children: may we learn compassion and kindness from Jesus…
· Bulletin announcement: iVoteCatholic:  During this sixth week, we focus on the call to Family, Community and Participation. Our God is Trinity, three persons, one God. These three persons are in constant relationship with each other. Being created in the image of God, we too need to be in relationships. Each human person is not only sacred but also social. We must recognize and cherish the gift of belonging to our immediate family and wider family; the Church and society. The Church teaches that in order to fully belong to a family and community, participation is essential. We encourage you to ensure you and your family are registered to vote. Get informed and educated about the candidates and issues on the ballot. Our community calls us to participate not just for our own needs but for the larger whole of society. Voting is an actionable way to love and a tool to cultivate community. Find out more at www.iVoteCatholic.org.
· Social media: The person is not only sacred but also social. Family must be supported, and people have a right & duty to participate in society for social problems are best addressed by community networks.
The family forms people in love and remains open to the community, moved by a sense of justice and concern for others.  St John Paul II, Familiaris Consortio, no.64

Week 7 – 10/27 – Rights & Responsibilities 
https://ivotecatholic.org/rights-responsibilities/ 
· Heb 5:1-6 – just as the high priest has the right to sit at an elevated place in the temple and the responsibility to represent the people before God, we all have rights that are due to us and a responsibility to make sure others also have their rights honored
· Intentions: For our parish community: may we be greater stewards of our resources to build up the kingdom of God… For all elected leaders: may they be more responsible to their communities and seek the good of all…
· Bulletin announcement: iVoteCatholic:  During this seventh week, we focus on Rights and Responsibilities. Human beings, created in the image and likeness of God, have basic rights which protect our dignity and ensure all can live a full human life. Because these rights are universal, we have the responsibility to help maintain and protect these rights, not just for ourselves, but for all. Under this principle fall issues such as access to quality education, healthy food, healthcare, safe and affordable housing, and nonviolent neighborhoods. Find out more at www.iVoteCatholic.org.
· Social media: Therefore every person has a fundamental right to life and a right to those things required for human decency. Corresponding to these rights are duties and responsibilities – to one another, to our families and to the larger society.
Every basic human right draws its authoritative force from the natural law, which confers it and attaches to it its respective duty. Hence, to claim one’s right and ignore one’s duties, or only half fulfill them, is like building a house with one hand and tearing it down with another. St. John XXIII, Pacem in Terris, no. 30
With rights come responsibilities to others, to our families and to the common good of all.
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